
Janice MacKenzie City Clerk, and Chief Election Officer City of Vancouver 

Mayor Gregor Robertson and Council City of Vancouver 

EQUAL ACCESS TO EARLY VOTING REQUIRES THREE MORE EASTSIDE 
‘ADVANCE POLLS’ 

Dear Janice MacKenzie, Mayor Robertson, and Council:  

You have received a number of messages about unequal numbers and distribution of 
Advance Polls, which will provide eight days of early voting before election day. 

We, the community groups signing this letter, call upon you to restore numerical and 
geographic equality by creating three more Advance Polls east of Main Street. 

Because the present inequality is both numerical and geographic, restoration of equal 
access must also be numerical and geographic. Your Election Office map (below) 
currently shows: 

West of Main Street: five (5) Advance Polls  East of Main Street: two (2) Advance 
Polls  On Main Street, at 52nd Avenue: one (1) Advance Poll, circled. 

Numerically, you have allocated fewer than half as many Advance Polls to the eastside 
as to the westside. [Since the Main St poll is in the middle, it will serve westside and 
eastside voters equally.] Geographically, more than a quarter of the city has no 
Advance Poll. The area comprises five contiguous neighbourhoods on the eastside, and 
is home to 26%* of Vancouver’s population: 

DTES-Chinatown-Strathcona, Grandview-Woodland, Riley Park, Kensington-Cedar 
Cottage, Renfrew-Collingwood. 

As well, Hastings-Sunrise--population 33,992**-- is not well-served by Advance Poll ‘C’ 
at the extreme edge of Vancouver’s city limit. It is within four blocks of Boundary Road, 
and closer to local Burnaby residents than to many Hastings-Sunrise voters in, for 
example, the Hastings/PNE corridor. 

Restoration of numerical and geographic equality requires that you immediately 
begin arrangements for creating three additional Advance Polls east of Main Street. 

We suggest strongly that the three be located in: 

1) Downtown Eastside or Chinatown which on your map are part of Strathcona 2) 
Hastings-Sunrise, 3) Grandview-Woodland, which includes Commercial Drive. 

Without three more Advance Polls, you will be conducting an election that is numerically 
and geographically unfair in terms of equal access to eight days of early voting at 
Advance Polls. 

We appreciate your decision to increase the number of Advance Polls as well as their 
days and hours of operation. These are valuable measures that will likely increase voter 



turnout and strengthen democracy in Vancouver. 

You appreciate, we hope, the equivalent value of allocating those measures fairly and 
equally.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

*Population of the 5 Neighbourhoods = 159,227 Population of Vancouver = 605,071 
Source: CoV, from 2011 Census 

159,227 = 26% of 605,071 **Source: CoV, from 2011 Census 


